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CIGARETTE MACHINES MAY SOON CARD KIDS

Source: Globalink

l ' nderage smokers who rely
on cigarette machines may

soon have one more reason to kick
the habit. At least that is what gov-
ernment and tobacco industry offi-
cials are aiming for. They plan to
make it difficult for those under
the age of 20 to purchase smokes.

The finance Ministry recently
revised its rules for approving ap-
plications by tobacco retailers wish-
ing to install vending machines.
Cigarette dispensers slated for res-
taurants and hotels will now be re-
quired to be in plain view of em-
ployees.

As of the end of 2003, there
were roughly 626 000 cigarette
vending machines in Japan, by the
industry’s account. According to
the Tobacco Institute of Japan, it is
unusual for a country to have so
many located outdoors. Because of
the ready availability of vending
machines, juveniles have no diffi-
culty buying cigarettes. It has led to

criticism at home and abroad over
a lack of national effect to restrict
smoking.

Following Japan’s ratification of
the international Framework Con-
vention on Tobacco Control in
June, which in principle bans ad-
vertising and promotion of ciga-
rettes, the government and the in-
dustry have moved to strengthen
regulations.

For its part, the industry is ex-
perimenting with juvenile-proof
cigarette dispensers. An IC (inte-
grated circuit) card verifying that
the purchaser is an adult would be
required to buy from dispensers.

The Tobacco Institute is one of
three organizations testing the sys-
tem on Tanegashima island in Ka-
goshima Prefecture. The system
could be in use in cigarette vending
machines nationwide as early as
2008.

All 150 cigarette vending ma-
chines on the island have been
converted to require IC cards with

a prepaid capability and the card
holder’s photo. They are issued to
all adults on the island who applied
for them. The project has had
mixed results.

While the island has an esti-
mated smoking population of 8000,
only 4300 cards have been issued.
Still, the overall use of the vending
machines is reported to have de-
creased in some locations. On the
other hand, it has also been
pointed out that if juveniles get
hold of the cards, they would have
no problem purchasing cigarettes
from the machines.

This is particularly problematic
as many of the vending machines
are in locations that cannot be eas-
ily monitored.

Critics says that as long as no
progress is made in moving ciga-
rette dispensers to locations where
they are under the watchful eye of
responsible adults, the system’s
benefits will be limited, at best.

168 COUNTRIES SIGNING THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION
ON TOBACCO CONTROL

here are 168 Countries in

the World had signed the
Framework Convention on To-
bacco Control (FCTC) and 26 have
ratified the treaty until 29 June,
2004, the deadline.

FCTC had created and negoti-
ated by countries that are the mem-
bers of World Health Organization
(WHO). The purpose of FCTC
creation is to reduce tobacco epi-
demic that every year, there are 5
million people died in the world.

FCTC also set the measure to
reduce tobacco use such as adver-
tising and sponsorship, tax and
price increases, labeling on cigarette
package and no smoking in public
area.

FCTC had approved by World
Health Organization (WHO) in
May, 2003 and during that time,
Royal Cambodian Government
Minister of Ministry of health is the
leader of the meeting.

Each countries that is member
could sign for FCTC until 29, June
2004 to show the own objectives in
giving the ratification.

Royal Cambodian Govern-
ment had signed the Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control

on 25 May 2004 at the United Na-

tions Headquarters in New York.
And the last countries signing
FCTC is Saint Kitts and Nevis.

BAT RECEIVES APPROVAL FOR
CHINESE JOINT VENTURE

By Angharad Couch
ritish  American To-

Bbacco Plc, the world’s
second-biggest cigarette com-
pany, said the Chinese govern-
ment approved a plan for a
manufacturing joint venture, ena-
bling it to expand in the world’s
largest cigarette market.

British American Tobacco
will the first foreign company to
be granted government approval
to build a factory in China. It will
set up with China Eastern Invest-
ments Corp. and the factory will
produce as many as 100 billion
cigarettes

Continued on page 4
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